Setting Up a Wireless Network

A CIS Presents Hands-On Activity

Overview
This activity consists of setting up a wireless network using a wireless router (provided by us) and at least 2 computers (provided by you). We have several different wireless routers for this activity and a set of generic instructions. We have set this activity up this way so as to give you the true experience of setting up a wireless network in a way that can be transferred to most home network setups. Although there are standards for the computer industry, the specifics of one brand of hardware are often different for another and even the terms for the same thing may differ. As a result, you may need to do some hunting for specific settings on the router you use. This is normal and gives you a good chance to explore the router.
Most wireless router companies in an effort to make the setup easier have automated the activity. Most require that you run a CD or press a setup button that does everything for you as long as you don’t mind the defaults. While this can get almost anyone through the sometimes difficult setup process, it does not really leave you in control of your network and gives you a network that is very open to attack. The setup process you will go through here allows you to get the network up and running and then add as much security as you want. It also makes you aware of where the settings are so that if you need to make changes or troubleshoot the network, you know where to look. You should be able to use this setup technique to setup a brand new wireless network at home or to fix the mess that someone else has made of your home network.  
Keep in mind that unless you have taken this CIS Presents program or have a friendly geek at your disposal, the automated setup is probably easiest. All of the wireless router companies have both on-line help and phone help available. Unless your questions are very specific, the help folks will take you back to square one and run you through the automated setup.

As you go through this program, please do not be afraid to ask questions. As good as this program is, it can be much better if everyone asks questions.

